










Using Songs in an English Language Teaching Classroom

Abstract
All English courses have a fixed curriculum (eg, grammatical items to be learnt and taught) and teaching materials (eg, handouts, videos, and audios). Many teachers still base their teaching on grammar rules, rote learning, and textbook-bound lectures. Students find English classrooms impractical and boring. Rarely teachers use other means to motivate students to learn English. The use of songs as a means to teach English is not widespread, but neither is it rare. The objective of this workshop is twofold: a) to introduce the use of English songs in a language learning classroom;  and b) to help language teachers teach the four language skills, ie, listening, speaking, reading, and writing via songs.  At the end of this workshop, participants are expected to: i) recognize the importance and usefulness of using songs in the classroom; and ii) find appropriate songs to aid teaching and devise appropriate learning tasks, via English songs, for their students. To conclude, the rationale for running the workshop is to aware the participants of the current pedagogy in using songs in  English language teaching and learning resulting in motivating their students to learn English and enhancing their language proficiency and competency.
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Benefits of using songs
There are many benefits in song using, to name a few:
1)	improve listening comprehension, help students absorb phonetics in native English speaker’s speech;
2)	to teach natural pronunciation; achieve a more native-like pronun-ciation; imitate accent of British English, American English, Australian English or Canadian English;
3)	 help memorize vocabulary, sentence structure, and grammar;
 promote creative writing;
4)	expand learner’s cultural awareness because songs are reflections of culture.
Accessibility
Songs are everywhere. We can listen to songs from, for instance,  youtube, CD, VCD, radio, mp3 player, discman, TV, cassette tapes, or from the teacher herself/himself, ie, s/he can sing the song in the classroom. The following songs can be used for teaching and learning purpose:  a) Big Big World; b) You’ve got a friend; c ) Streets of London; d) Palestine will be free; and e) We wish you a merry x’mas.
In a cross-curriculum situation, students can learn English songs in a music lesson. Extra-curricular activities such as the English Folk Song Club can also enhance student’s listening and speaking power.
Limitations
As mentioned above, songs are easily accessible. However, there are limitations in using them. First of all, in Malaysia, the English as a Second Language (ESL) curriculum does not give necessary attention to songs, for example, few songs are distributed into coursebooks in the school curriculum. Second, teachers may have difficulty in choosing appropriate songs for classroom teaching.  Finally, some teachers may not know the strategies in using songs and skills in designing the learning tasks.
Usefulness
Basically, songs are used for 1) testing and 2) teaching purpose. For testing, we can use a text to test student’s English proficiency by eliminating the vocabulary, prepositions, articles, conjunctions, content words, or function words from the text. For teaching, teachers can make use of a song to design learning tasks in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 
Conclusion
To conclude, a) songs can enhance student’s linguistic skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing; b)  songs are everywhere; c) there are some limitations but can be overcome; d)  they are used for i) testing and ii) teaching purpose; and e)  language teachers can take advantage of songs in English language teaching.  If teachers know how to use songs strategically, student’s English proficiency and competency will be enhanced. 
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